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Technical Writing – the SIMPle way February 16 
 

Recently a History Today reader wrote in about having seen a modular system for 

creating sentences guaranteed to be grammatically correct, if not particularly 

meaningful. This rang an historical bell:  among the many handouts of a decades-

old cryptanalysis class, we remembered seeing a similar system.   

From 1956-1977, Lambros Callimahos taught the Intensive Study Program in 

General Cryptanalysis (CA-400), a celebrated 18-week mid-level course in 

cryptanalysis. He was famous (if not infamous) for providing students an 

enormous number of handouts designed to save time and therefore to allow him 

to pack more content into the class. As would be expected, many of these were 

technical cryptanalysis documents. However, Callimahos also felt a duty to 

develop his students as professionals in general. To this end, he included 

handouts to improve writing and logic skills. Some handouts were to be taken 

seriously; others indulged Callimahos’s well-tuned sense of the ridiculous. 

Into this latter category falls a CA-400 handout entitled “Intensive Study Program 

in General Cryptanalysis:  Technical Writing Aid.” The system comprised four 

“Tables” of ten elements each, the theory being that any set of four elements – 

one from each list – could be randomly assembled to create a sentence.  For 

example,  

“In particular,” + “a constant flow of effective information”  

+ “adds explicit performance limits to” + “the total system rationale”  

add up to a sentence. The handout noted that 40,000 such sentences could be 

created.   

This handout obviously had been physically cut and pasted from another 

document; normally Callimahos would attribute such borrowings, but did not in 

this case. A little digging revealed the original source of the SIMP concept:  Brian J. 

Ford, a British research scientist and also radio and television personality, 

introduced the system in his 1971 book with the short title of Nonscience (a play 

on “nonsense”). Known for his inventive use of language as well as for his ever-

growing subject lines, Callimahos would certainly have admired any book with a 
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full title of over 40 words beginning with Nonscience and the 

Pseudotransmogrificationalific Egocentrified Reorientational Proclivities Inherently 

Intracorporated In Expertistical Cerebrointellectualised Redeployment … .   

History Today thought our readers might enjoy keeping this technique handy for 

the days when the words just don’t seem to flow. (Whether you should actually 

use the resulting sentences is entirely up to you; History Today assumes no 

responsibility for the propagation of such sentences.) 
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Figure 1The SIMP writing system, CA-400 version 

 


